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Karabi Guharay 
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2879 


Period for Reply^ communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 2 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION " W 

• a^(^ lnnoeven,howevs r , I11 a y a re pl ybetime | y fi, e c 1 
' I u% S fnr ™ P ', y Spedfie ? IT iS l6 ! S tha " thirty (30) days ' 3 re P'y wthin »e statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely 

Status 

1 )EI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 05 June 2003 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) B Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 C D 1 1 453 O G 21 3 
Disposition of Claims ' 

4) KI Claim(s) 7^7 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 5^7 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) ^ Claim(s) ±4 is/are allowed. 

6) Q Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)13 The drawing(s) filed on 29 November 2001 is/are: a)Q accepted or bM objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
1 1 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) 13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)E2 All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Staqe 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17 2(a)) 

* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application), 
a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 

» R NoS 2 n 6f r nCeS (PT °" 892) 4) D lnte ™' ew Summar V (PTO-413) Paper No(s) 

3 y ZZTT. T ^ ^ (PTa948) 5) D N0Uce ° f lnfo ™' P ^nt Appl cation (PTO-tslT ' 

3) 2g Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 3. 6) □ Other: 
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Election/Restrictions 
Applicant's election without traverse of Group I, including claims 1-4, in Paper 
No. 6, is acknowledged. 

Claims 5-7 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 1.142(b) 
as being drawn to a nonelected Group II, there being no allowable generic or linking 
claim. Election was made without traverse in Paper No. 6. 

Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Drawings 

Figure 12 should be designated by a legend such as -Prior Art- because only 
that which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). A proposed drawing correction 
or corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of 
the application. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

The following title is suggested: --ARC TUBE INCLUDING STEP-DOWN PLANE 

PORTIONS IN PINCH SEAL AREA AND METHOD OF MANUFACTUERING . 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-4 are allowed over the prior art of record. 
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The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 

matter: 

Regarding claim 1 , prior art of record neither shows nor suggests an arc tube 
comprising all the claimed limitations of claim 1 , particularly the limitation of an axial 
distance from the neck portion to the step down portion being 1 mm or less. 

Regarding claim 2, the prior art of record neither shows nor suggests an arc tube 
comprising all the claimed limitations of claim 2, particularly the limitation of an axial 
distance measured in a direction going away from the light emitting tube portion from 
the neck portion to a tip of the wedge-shaped slit formed between the arc tube body and 
at least one of the pair of electrodes is 0.5 mm or less. 

Claims 3 & 4 are allowed being dependent on allowed base claims. 

As allowable subject matter has been indicated, applicant's reply must either 
comply with all formal requirements or specifically traverse each requirement not 
complied with. See 37 CFR 1.1 1 1(b) and MPEP § 707.07(a). 

Conclusion 

This application is in condition for allowance except for the following formal 
matters, indicated above, 

Prosecution on the merits is closed in accordance with the practice under Ex 
parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this action is set to expire TWO 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this letter. 
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Other Prior Art Cited 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure : Van der Leeuw et al. (US 5825129); Heider et al. (Us 5142195); 
Ohshima et al. (Us 6452334). 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Karabi Guharay whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
1971. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:30 am - 5 00 pm 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nimeshkumar D. Patel can be reached on (703) 305-4794 The fax phone 
number for the organization is (703) 308-7382. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0956. 
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